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President’s Message
Virginia Pilato (MD)

We have been busy since the last 

edition of the Communicator.  The

Professional Practices Institute in

Kansas City (November 3-5) was

a   great   conference   with   the 

largest attendance since the PPIs 

began. Each year we are attracting

more   attendees   from   a   wider 

range of agencies, bringing more 

diverse viewpoints to the informal discussions, and greater participation in the training sessions.  With the 2005 PPI scheduled for Scottsdale, AZ, we anticipate an even larger crowd.  The Professional Practices Committee will begin shaping that conference in the near future so watch for announcements on the NASDTEC website (www.nasdtec.org).
One of the outcomes of the PPI sessions was a request for us to establish a listserv to help facilitate the continuation of the networking that takes place at the conference.  That service is now accepting subscriptions from interested members.  See the article about the Listserv elsewhere in the Communicator for details of how to subscribe.

Vice President Rick Eiserman (GA) has been hard at work shaping the conference agenda for our June 2005 annual conference in San Antonio. There is a call for session proposals posted to the website and, as of this writing, a number of excellent proposals have been received.  Notification of accepted proposals will be going out in March.  We have also set up a new website to carry updated information about our conferences and that can be accessed from the main site (www.nasdtec.org).  The new pages will keep you up to date about sessions, speakers, and special events.  We are expecting another record-breaking turnout for this event so register early to insure your spot.

In other news, our KnowledgeBase project is finally ready for release to the public.  States have been busy entering data into all the tables so you can have access to the very latest data on educator certification.  As you know, the KnowledgeBase is the successor to the popular NASDTEC  Manual on the Preparation 
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