President’s Message (Continued)
I hope to see you at the Professional Practices Institute in Kansas City and, of course, at the 2005 National Conference in San Antonio!  As you are thinking ahead to the June conference in San Antonio, I urge you to invite your colleagues who are interested in teacher education and certification.  Let’s all promote NASDTEC conferences and NASDTEC associate memberships.

    Happy Fall!

                       Jennie


Executive Director’s Report

Roy Einreinhofer
There’s a lot to report in this issue.  As a follow-up to the discussions at the Annual Conference last June, the KnowledgeBase project is moving ahead towards release to the public.  The KnowledgeBase is the successor to the highly acclaimed NASDTEC Manual on the Preparation and Certification of Educational Personnel.  Intertech Software completed the development work on the project early in August and Chairman Tom Hall and the Technology Committee have been active in training jurisdictional personnel in the intricacies of updating their information online.  With all jurisdictions now responsible for updating their information as changes occur, the KnowledgeBase will always be current, something that the printed Manual could not achieve.  There is  detailed information about the KnowledgeBase in the Technology Committee Report
As a part of the marketing effort for our new product, NASDTEC will be exhibiting at the American Association of School Personnel Administrators (AASPA) conference in Atlanta, October 20-23, and at the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (AACTE) Conference February 20-23, 2005 in Washington, DC.  We have developed a new brochure for the KnowledgeBase that will be distributed at these conferences, mailed out to potential subscribers, and will also be posted to the website to help attract new users.

The NASDTEC Executive Board will be meeting in Kansas City at the conclusion of the Professional Practices Institute on November 5th.  We will be examining the goals that were established for FY 2005 and looking ahead to set some objectives for FYs 2006 and 2007 as the starting point for the budget process.  If you have suggestions for projects, issue papers or other publications, or any other type of activity in which you believe NASDTEC should be involved, please contact your Regional Director or the NASDTEC office.

One last thing, please note that our street address has changed.  The Fire Department has decided that the street name had to be changed to make it easier to find specific locations in our complex.  Previously, all buildings shared the same street name and number.  Please update your records.

2005 Conference Planning
Rick Eiserman (GA)
Start making your plans to join us in San Antonio, Texas for the 77th Annual Conference, June 5-8, 2005.  Hosted by the Southern Region States, the conference theme will be Making the Grade:  Links to Success.  Quality speakers from around the country and “nuts and bolts” hot-topic roundtable sessions will provide ample opportunity to explore the major educational issues facing the NASDTEC membership.  Our meeting site, the Crowne Plaza Riverwalk Hotel, is a first-class facility located on San Antonio’s famous Riverwalk.

Major conference strands will focus on the many aspects of educator preparation, certification/licensure, educator quality and recruitment/ retention, and include session 

2005 Conference Planning (Continued)
“links” on interstate mobility, account- ability, technology, student achievement, standards and research, the NASDTEC KnowledgeBase project, No Child Left Behind and much, much more.

A new feature being developed is a special Pre-Conference Workshop on Saturday, June 4, for new state directors of educator preparation and/or certification—licensure and/or heads of independent standards boards.  Pre-registration will be required for this opportunity for “new folks” (in their job less than 2 years) to learn about job survival skills, resources, the role of NASDTEC and an informal mentorship.  

Additional information on the con-ference, procedures and timeline for the proposed session Call For Session Proposals will be coming soon to the NASDTEC website at (www.nasdtec.org) and in future editions of the NASDTEC Communicator.

We have scheduled a great conference city, a wonderful conference hotel, and these exciting and challenging times in public education give us plenty of important issues to talk about.  All we need for Making the Grade to be a success is for you to be a participant.


Technology Committee

Tom Hall (GA)

NASDTEC will soon be making the giant leap from the printed NASDTEC Manual to the web-based Knowledge-Base.  The Technology Committee is currently performing final edits on the Knowledge- Base which is scheduled to "go live" for subscriptions in late October.  Committee members have been training member-state representatives over the past two months, and training will continue in Phase 2 - Table Editing.  Users have been generally pleased with the KnowledgeBase and have suggested several enhancements.  The Committee will spend a substantial part of next year's work planning and coordinating with our vendor, Intertech Software, for these new enhancements.  

The KnowledgeBase is on the web at www.NASDTEC.info, and is password protected.  Initial passwords are distributed during training for member-state information providers.  For subscribers, the initial password will be issued as part of the subscription process and each jurisdiction will receive a password as a part of their membership.  The KnowledgeBase incorporates most of the paper Manual and contains web connections to all state teacher certification and preparation web sites.  One major change that derives from this new implementation involves the annual information update procedure:  it's now done on the web and may be done as changes occur, not just at one point during the year.  Phase 2 of the training will show information providers how to do those updates.  Technology Committee members are already contacting member-state information providers to conduct the training.

The Technology Committee will continue to monitor and oversee the progress of the KnowledgeBase implementation, but has plans for some helpful new directions as well.  With the approval of the Executive Board, we would like to begin work on an awareness program regarding electronic transcript receipt methodologies, arranging some "How To . . . " seminars at upcoming conferences.  NASDTEC members can take advantage of the years of good work done by AACRAO in this area, and the development of some "nearly free" technology such as the University of Texas -  Austin secure transcript server.  Continued updates on individual state initiatives to 
apply technology to NASDTEC business will also be included.
The Communicator
Obviously if you received the printed edition of this issue of the Communicator you are on our mailing list.  One of our organizational goals is to convert our quarterly newsletter over to an electronic format so that we can accomplish faster delivery and cut down the amount of clerical work and cost associated with its distribution.  To do that, however, we need to gather your email addresses and some other information about your e-mail system.  Please fill in the information requested below and mail it back to us as along with your name, title, and address.  We’ll get you switched over to the e-mail edition in time for the January issue.
The system we use can recognize your system requirements and send you either the HTML version which includes graphics, or the text version which does not contain the graphics.  If you opt to receive your Communicator electronically, you may need to let your IT department know that it’s Ok to accept messages from NASDTEC.

Please return this section with the mailing label from the newsletter cover 

Your E-mail Address: 

Does your e-mail system accept documents in HTML format?
[    ] Yes    [    ] No    [    ] Not sure
Does your e-mail system reject messages that are addressed to multiple recipients?  This may be referred to as a “spam filter.”

[    ] Yes    [    ] No    [    ] Not sure


Since early last year we have been switching people over to the e-mailed version of the Communicator and now distribute nearly one-third of the copies via that system.  We are hoping to bring that total up to at least 50% in the next few months.
We appreciate your help in making this conversion possible and look forward to adding your e-mail address to that growing list.  You have our word that we will never allow the list to be used for any non-NASDTEC purposes.
Are there others in your department who should be receiving copies of the Communicator?  If so, please complete the information requested.


Additions to the Communicator distribution list:

Name:






Title:






Agency:





Street Address:




City, State, Zip:




E-mail Address:




